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BMJ Journals Quick Start Guide 
Introduction 
 
         MJ Journals provides full text access to 26 medical journals covering a wide range 
         of specialties. Full text access is from 2000 or earlier for all titles, and is typically 
from the late 1990s onwards. Access to abstracts goes back as far as 1970 in some cases.  
 

Logging On  
Go to http://www.bmjjournals.com/. You will then see all the available journal titles 
displayed. To proceed to search or browse the BMJ Journals collection, click on the 
journal title you are interested in. You will not be asked to login until you attempt to 
download the full text of an article. When prompted to login, you should follow the 
Login via Athens link and login with your Athens username and password. 
 

Help 
If you encounter any problems using the BMJ Journals please contact the library 
enquiries service on +44 (0)20 7862 8478 (between 09.00 and 17.00 GMT), by email on 
external@shl.lon.ac.uk or by the enquiries form at 
http://www.external.shl.lon.ac.uk/help/enquiries/index.asp. 
 

Searching the BMJ Journal Collection 
 
To search a particular journal, click on the journal title in the BMJ Journals homepage. If 
you wish to search more than one title, click on any journal title � you will later have the 
option to search across multiple titles.  
 
You will see that each title in the collection has its own homepage. The presentation of 
the homepage varies slightly across the collection, but you should look for an Advanced 
Search link in the Search menu at the left hand side of the page: 
 
 

 B 
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The Search Screen 
 

 
 
By default only the journal title you have selected will be searched. If you wish to search 
two or more titles, follow the search across hundreds of fulltext journals link beneath 
the search form. By default you will then search all the journals hosted by High Wire 
Press, the company that provides the BMJ Journals collection. However, you will only be 
able to obtain the full text of articles from journals within the BMJ Journals collection free 
of charge. For other titles you will only be able to view abstracts free of charge. If you are 
searching across journals, you may find it easier to deal with search results if you select 
the option to search Journals selected from list located below the search boxes (1) to 
limit your search the titles you specify.  
 
If you are looking for the full text of a reference, use the specify citation line of the form 
(2). If you are looking for articles by a particular author, use the Author box (3). If you 
have the title of an article, use the Title box (4). If you are searching for anything on a 
particular topic, it is best to use the Text | Abstract | Title box (5). It is possible to 
combine different fields in the search form. In the example, the search will look for 
articles on the topic of pneumothorax by the authors named Greene. To start the search, 
click on the Search button (6). 

Viewing Search Results 
The results of your search will be presented as a list of citations. If you are searching 
across multiple journals, for each citation you will see a thumbnail picture of the Journal 
cover. Beneath this you may see an article price quoted. This means that the article comes 
from a Journal that is not in the BMJ Journals collection, and so the full text will not be 
available via your Athens login. To the left is a tick box, which you can use to mark 
citations to view (abstract only) or for export to reference management software later. 
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To the right of each citation you will find one or more of these links to further 
information: 
 

• The Abstract link will take you to the abstract for the article.  
• The Full Text link will take you an HTML (web page) document containing the 

full article.  
• The PDF link will take you to the article as a PDF file, presented as the article 

appeared in the original print issue. The PDF file is the most suitable for printing, 
particularly if the document contains images. Please note that PDF files are much 
larger than HTML files; if you are using a dialup Internet connection, a PDF file 
may take several minutes to download. If you need any further help with PDF 
files, or Adobe Acrobat, please refer to the Online Library�s viewing PDF files 
help page: http://www.external.shl.lon.ac.uk/help/tech/pdf.asp. 

Browsing the BMJ Journals Collection 
After logging in, select the title you wish to browse. If you are already deep within the 
BMJ Journals site, enter http://www.bmjjournals.com/ in the address box of your 
browser to go to the front page of the collection and then select the title.  
 
Browsing by issue 
Each title in the collection has its own homepage. The presentation of the homepage varies 
slightly across the collection, but you should look for a Browse by issue link in the 
Search menu at the left hand side of the page. 
 
You will then see direct links to recent issues; otherwise you will need to select a year and 
then an issue. For each issue a summary is shown at the top of the page, below are links to 
each article in that issue. 
Browsing by topic 
From the journal�s homepage, follow the Browse by topic link in the Search menu at the 
left hand side of the page. You will then see the full list of topics used for BMJ journals. 
The links in this list will take you to articles from the journal you have chosen, related to 
the topic you have selected.  

Printing documents 
The BMJ Journal does not have an inbuilt print function. To print an article or abstract, 
use your web browser�s print facility for HTML files, or Adobe Acrobat�s print facility for 
PDF files, once the document is displayed on screen. 

Saving Documents 
The BMJ Journals does not have an inbuilt save function. If you wish to save the full text 
of an article, download the PDF version and use the save function in Adobe Acrobat.  
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