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Science Direct- Quick Start Guide 
 
Full text access to over 70 peer reviewed journals in a wide range of subject areas, including 
education, health, business & management and the social sciences. Abstracts for over 1800 
journals can be searched, although full text access is limited to those titles we have 
selected and paid for. This guide will help you to limit your searches to content we have 
subscribed to and to print, email or save the articles you find.  
 
Help  

 
If you need any help while using the database click on ‘Help’ in the task bar at the top of the 
screen.  This will take you to a help page that is relevant to the part of the database you are 
using.  
 
Browsing 
To get an overview of which journals are available to you click on Browse. 

 

 
 
 
 
Searching 
 
Quick Search 

 
Please note you will not have access to all the 
resources in Science Direct only the journals that 
we have paid for.  
You can view these journals alphabetically or 
by subject. (We do not subscribe to any books.) 
 
You can view Favorite journals once you have 
selected some. To select journals as favorites, 
browse alphabetically or by Subject to find 
relevant titles, select the checkboxes for the titles 
you are interested in, and click Apply. 
 

To make sure you are only viewing the journals 
we have paid for, select ‘Full Text available’ 
and ‘Journals and Book series’.  
 
Please note that complimentary copies(usually 
only 1 issue) are also included in this, so in the 
display of titles please click on the key symbol 

to view the years covered. 
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If you have the details of the article you are looking for just type the details in the search fields at 
the top of the page. 

 
Or click on ‘Search’ for Advanced Searching Options. 

 

 
 
 
To restrict your search to full text journals click on the Journals tab (1) and then select 
subscribed journals from the Source menu (3.)  
 
You can also limit your search by Subject (4) you can select more than one subject by holding 

down the ctrl key. You may want to try limiting your search by subject if you have too many 
results which seem irrelevant to your topic. 
 
Dates (5) Clicking All Years searches all the years in the database, but you can also limit to a 

date range using the drop down menu. 
 

Click here for 
Search tips 

Type your search terms 
into the box. 
 
You can combine your 
search terms using the 
Boolean Operators AND, 
OR and NOT. You can use 
the boxes on the right to 
restrict your search by 
fields such as author or 
journal title. 
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Search History 
Search History lists the searches you have run, including the search terms and the number of 
documents found. You can use Search History to view results from previous searches, and re-run 
searches. You can also use it to combine your searches. See the help pages for more 

information. 
 
Viewing results, Printing and Saving 
 
The search results will be displayed as a list of citations 
 

 
2. Click on the PDF icon to open an individual document. 
 

Please contact us if you need further help with this database!  

1. 
Email Articles- select as many 
articles as you want using the 
check boxes. Then click on ‘Email 
Articles’ and fill out the required 
fields. Your results will be sent to 
you in the form of citations with 
links to the full text.  
 
Export Citations – This allows 

you export your results to software 
such as Endnote 
 
PDF downloader- Downloads all 
the articles in the search results. 
 
Open all Previews- Allows you to 

view abstracts of all the articles in 
your search results. 

 


